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Justice, Gender, and crime
	Criminals are mostly perceived to be different from other people. However, most of them are actually normal people who engage in unskilled and sporadic crime. The discussion on crime among women and the reaction it manifests into a specific feminist perspective needs the employment of an approach, which may appear unfamiliar to many considering the patriarchy social context. On the other hand, women perceived to have fallen like whores and witches are most subjected to harsh public penalties due to the place of a good woman in a patriarchal society. The paper will discuss three questions by covering Lind's points in the article; "Women and Crime: The Female Offender."
1. What is the federal Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act? What were the consequences of this piece of legislation on gender inequality? 
           The "Federal juvenile justice and Delinquency Prevention act" was enacted in 1974 following the correctional reformers' challenges concerning the abuse in juvenile courts under the status offense class (Chesney-Lind 89). The act needed the states benefiting from the prevention money of federal delinquency to begin to de-institutionalize and divert their offenders' status. In spite of the arbitrary enforcement of the act's provision, the clear beneficiaries of the effort to reform were girls. According to Lind, the imprisonment of young women in detention centers and training schools throughout the nation fell dramatically (89).  For example, around 1974 and 1979, the number of young women admitted in public correction centers dropped by 39.4 percent (Chesney-Lind 89). The art also encouraged studies on decision making in courts, which discovered less discrimination evidence against girls in regions of the nation experiencing severe diversion efforts. 

Ponderously it was becoming clear that court officials were participating in the double level of young justice. Therefore, girls accused of status crimes were mostly treated harshly than their female or male counterparts. They were mainly held for a more extended period, and often in brutal correction centers (Chesney-Lind 89). The act changed this after realizing that girls were overrepresented in both detection-centers and training- school population compared to the arrest percentage. In 1980, "the national council of juvenile and family court judges," following a move to the congress, effectively eviscerated the act (Chesney-Lind 90); therefore, gaining authority for a judge to categorize a youth that went against a court directive as delinquent. The young women were again out of the look since the act would no longer protect them. This meant that girls escaping from placement by court-order like a foster home or a halfway house were locked up (Chesney-Lind 90).  
1. What were the characteristics of the “early” women’s reformatory?  What expectations did it place on staff and inmates?
           Compared to other criminal justice set-up divisions, early reformatory of women kept comprehensive records on institutional practices and prisoners. The first women's correction system, penitentiaries of women, literally developed out of men's institutions beginning in the early 1800s; they were an afterthought (Chesney-Lind 92). Primarily incarceration facilities with male officers, the women's section's situation were usually labeled as harsh than those located elsewhere in the jail.  The second correction set-up for women reformatories was developed at the beginning of the 1900s, in response to the recurring scandals concerning sexual abuse, brutality, and idleness in the other setting (Chesney-Lind 92). Their objective was utterly different. Separate facilities with female supervisions, the reformatories aimed to save women, especially white women and girls, from lives of petty crime and licentiousness (Chesney-Lind 93). The management that these girls found in the training schools or reformatories was very illuminating. The inmates were expected to maintain a "loving family circle" in addition, the incarceration centers expected the young women to reform from their immoral, wayward, and stubborn behaviors.
The women who worked in the reformatory centers were expected to accomplish several things. Most of them were social reformers conservatives who embraced their designated role of "women as sexless guardian of the moral sphere" as a tool of engaging in the men's world (Chesney-Lind 93). Ironically this inclination established entry but not an authentic opportunity; however, it led to the establishment of either dead-end or female-only hierarchies department handling children and women in police centers (Chesney-Lind 93). The staff was expected to possess a critical moral zeal in developing a puritanical and harsh approach, which was characterizing the response of the system to female criminals. 
1. Lind argues that women in prison face “harsher” and “more repressive” conditions than men in prison.  What is her argument? 
Lind argues that imprisoned women face more repressive and harsh conditions than their male counterparts in prison. A recent study by Nancy Stoller supports Lind's argument, adding concerns to the high use of psychotropic drugs in jails and correction centers of women, estimating it to ten times higher than male prisons; this is coupled up insufficient healthcare (Chesney-Lind 95). Another study by "the government Accounting office" in 1980 mentioned that female correction facilities have less access to jail industries, job training, and other services than male facilities. According to Lind, young women accused of status crimes were mostly harshly treated than their male counterparts charged with the same crime (95). Women a likely to be sentenced for more extended periods in often brutal correction centers. Studies have been undertaken to examine the treatment of women in prison. Serious concerns have been raised concerning the juvenile justice set-up handling female delinquents (Chesney-Lind 88).  In general, Lind argues that society fails to acknowledge women's victimization; undoubtedly, this also happens in the female correction centers (87); Lind claims, "males have it a lot easier in our society."  According to Lind, once a woman is apprehended, her character is examined to prove that she has surpassed patriarchy control, then she is subjected to a very harsh punishment (96). 
In conclusion, from Lind's study, it is evident that few women perpetrate crime as compared to men. Besides, women conforming more to social norms. However, women are often sentenced to longer jail terms than men, although both are accused of the same offense.  The paper has discussed three points covered by Lind. The act by federal juvenile justice and the characteristics of early women's reformatory. Finally, it has commented on Lind's argument that women face more harsh conditions than men in prison.  


Work cited
Chesney-Lind, Meda. ""Women and Crime": The Female Offender". Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, vol 12, no. 1, 1986, pp. 78-96. University of Chicago Press, doi:10.1086/494298.
[bookmark: _GoBack]
